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St Augustine of Canterbury, Meir 
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& St Mary, Cresswell 
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nd
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th
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – Year A 41/2017/KS 

 

St Augustine’s (for Parish Office): 146 Sandon Road, Meir, Stoke-on-Trent. ST3 7DF 

St Filumena’s: Blythe Bridge Road, Caverswall. ST11 9EA 

St Mary’s: Cresswell Old Lane, Cresswell. ST11 9RF 

Parish email: augustineandmary@hotmail.com; 

 website: www.augustineandmary.org.uk or www.stfilumena.org.uk 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr Kazimierz Stefek OSPPE   - tel. (office): 01782 313734 

Assistant Priest:  Fr Paweł Przybyszewski OSPPE 
 

Parish Deacon (Meir/Cresswell):   Rev Trevor Borthwick (retired) tel.: (home) 01782 388416 

Parish Deacon (Caverswall):   Rev Peter Bowyer   - tel.: (home) 01782 393892 
 

Administration and Social Events:  Gabrielle Halliday   -  mobile: 07764 245344 

Safeguarding representatives: (for Meir & Cresswell)  Barbara Kitson  -  mobile: 07796 337075 

(for Caverswall)  Fiona Richardson  -  mobile: 07580 551894 
 

Sunday Reflection 

Today is the 29
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time. This is also the 3
rd

 Sunday of October, and so, customarily we celebrate it as 

‘World Mission Sunday’. World Mission Sunday is a day set aside for the Catholic Church throughout the world to 

publicly renew its commitment to the missionary command of Jesus. It is celebrated on the third Sunday of October every 

year. It was created by Pope Pius XI in 1926 as the day of prayer and propaganda of missions. 

There is a loose connection in today’s Scripture Readings between the absolute power of the Lord and earthly, temporal 

power, and affirm the evident supremacy of the Lord beyond all temporal power and the necessary response of praise due 

to Him. The First Reading from the “Book of the Prophet Isaiah”, depicts the figure of a great Persian ruler, Cyrus the 

Great, who defeated the Babylonians and released the Jews from captivity, allowed them to return to their homeland, and 

subsidized the rebuilding of the Holy Temple and the city of Jerusalem. Indeed, his benevolent humane ways and 

enlightened practices as an earthly ruler made him a docile instrument of God’s saving plan. In the Second Reading, St. 

Paul, in his joyful “1
st
 Letter to the Thessalonians”, gratefully recognizes that the Gospel they have received is not due 

only to the human preaching of Paul, Silvanus and Timothy, but also ‘in power and in the Holy Spirit’. St. Paul is 

conscious of the effect of God’s power through human instruments. 

The Gospel Reading from St. Matthew draws a subtler distinction between temporal power and God’s purposes and 

underlines Jesus’ teaching - “Repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God”. This is an 

invitation for us to embrace our total belonging to God. Just as the image of Caesar stamped on a Roman coin indicates 

that the coin belongs to Caesar, the image of God stamped on every human being asserts that each one belongs to God.  

“Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.” What does this imply? ‘Caesar or 

God?’ or ‘Caesar and God?’ Actually, we all have a dual citizenship - we are citizens of our country where we are born; 

we also have spiritual citizenship by virtue of our new spiritual birth. So we have to play a dual role as citizens of our 

earthly state and also as citizens of the heavenly kingdom. There is no dilemma between state and God. A good Christian 

is also to be a good citizen. But it is always to be kept in our mind that the Lord, our God should be the priority, who is 

the Almighty and is above all earthly rulers, even the gentiles. 

In today’s Gospel, rather than engage in a superficial dispute over separation of Church and state, Jesus reasserts the 

absolute claim of Jewish monotheism, namely, that all earthly powers are subject to God’s sovereignty and out of a 

snippet of political crossfire comes the reminder of just how much we owe and to whom. Caesar was owed that which 

bore his name and his image, a coin. God is owed that which bears His name and His image, our own very selves. Can we 

give ourselves to God, all that is ours without holding back anything? And this is the Good News of today. 

mailto:augustineandmary@hotmail.com
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News from the Parishes 

Bible Study meets on Thursdays at 19:30 in the St Augustine’s Presbytery. We spend time looking at the Mass Readings 

for the following Sunday – why not join us? 

Journey in Faith – This course is for those who are interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith. Sessions are on 

Thursdays in term time at 19:30 in St. Augustine’s Sacristy. Next session, Thursday 2
nd

 November.  

Children in non-Catholic Schools requiring preparation for the Sacraments and non-Catholic children in Catholic 

Schools wishing to become Catholics. Next session, Saturday 4
th

 November, after 9:30 Mass in St. Augustine’s 

Presbytery. For more information please contact Gabrielle Halliday on 07764 245344. 

Padre Pio Prayer Group meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 14:30 in the St Augustine’s sacristy. 

Red Mission Boxes – Please return these to the parish as soon as possible. 

St Augustine’s Christmas Raffle – Tickets are now available for this year’s Christmas Raffle. This year’s tickets will be 

sold at £1.00 each. The First Prize is £150; there are many other prizes. Please support this event! 

St Filumena’s Community Support Group - The Autumn Fayre raised £1,283.89 and together with donations 

totalling £110 the total for the event is £1,393.89. Many thanks for all the hard work put in before, during and after the 

event and all who supported the day!! Please note the Care Boot Sale will now be held on the 5
th

 November at Stafford. 

Young at Heart – Next meeting in St Francis Church Hall on Tuesday 24
th

 October 14:00-16:00pm Singing with 

Keith. Advance notice - Christmas Party on 19
th

 December. 

Please pray 

For those who are ill, especially: Hollie Tomkinson, Susan Brady, Ursula Grocott, Kathleen Smith, Sarah Stevenson, 

Dorothy Swift, Josie Coates, Arthur Rushton, Mrs. Burton, Cekeera Grocott, Olivia Killeen, Frederick Blaize, Jean 

Dawson, Michele Yon, Dorothy Vasey, Molly Blurton, Margaret Smith, Betty Walton, Margaret Stones, Marjorie 

Birks, Vincent Coleman, Dorothy Tantrum, Val Emery, Rosa Coronato, Edigio Coronato, Doris Kelly, Dorothy 

Sawyer, Christopher and Elizabeth Browne, Jane Preston, Molly Crowther, Chris Kelsall, Joyce Brown, Lynn Kent, 

Christopher & Clifford Browne, Deacon Trevor, Janice Austin, Fr Joseph Tynan, Albert Dawson and Joan Brindley. 
 

For those who have died recently and those whose anniversary occurs around this time. 

 

Parish Offertory for last weekend: 
 

Meir:    £393.80  of which  £216.50 was gift aided 

Caverswall:   £329.10  of which  £263.60 was gift aided 

Cresswell:  £148.17  of which  £110.00 was gift aided 
 

Many thanks for your generosity! 
please gift aid, if possible 

 

This weekend there will be a Second Collection for World Mission Sunday 
 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS IN OCTOBER: 
Robyn Bradbury, Rachel Davies, Sheila Killeen, Aaron Nash, Hannah Palser 

(21), Jack Palmer, Doreen Peacock, Paul Richards, James Richards, Lisa Swift, 

Dorothy Tantrum (100!), 
 

Holy Mass for the birthday intentions of those listed above 

will be offered at St. Augustine’s Church on Sunday, 

29
th

 October at 11:00. 
 

On your birthday, we pray that God continue 
to pour out his blessings into your life 

and to the people you love. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ! 

 



The Message of the Week 

The Church Precepts – part 2 

The Precepts of the Church are derived from Catholicism’s moral and doctrinal foundations, and are reflected in many 

ways, perhaps most notably in her canon law and liturgical discipline. The Catechism of the Catholic Church nos. 2041-

2043, lists five precepts of the Church. The Precepts of the Church are duties that the Catholic Church requires of all the 

faithful. Also called the Commandments of the Church, they are binding under pain of mortal sin, but the point is not to 

punish. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains, the binding nature “is meant to guarantee to the faithful the 

indispensable minimum in the spirit of prayer and moral effort, in the growth of love of God and neighbour”. If we follow 

these commands, we will know that we are headed in the right direction spiritually. 

1. Attend Mass on Sundays and on holy days of obligation, and rest from servile labour 

Weekly Sunday Mass (as distinguished from the reception of the Eucharist, which is not required here) is obligatory for 

all Roman Catholics (CIC 1247; some Eastern Catholics have a slightly different discipline). There is, strictly speaking, 

no such thing as a “dispensation” from the Sunday obligation. There are instead some factors that might excuse Sunday 

Mass attendance. One thinks of personal illness or serious infirmity, or the need to take care of someone suffering from 

same, significant travel situations, or certain jobs affecting public safety or welfare. Saturday evening Mass (regardless of 

the “type” of Mass - say, a wedding Mass - it is) satisfies the Sunday obligation (CIC 1248). Watching televised Masses or 

joining in other prayer or Holy Communion services do not satisfy the Precept, however praiseworthy one’s participation 

in such optional activities might be (CIC 1248).  

Servile labour, which may be thought of as work primarily oriented to sustaining our earthly existence or occupation, is 

today probably better understood not so much in terms of the physical exertion required, but rather in terms of the 

orientation of the work. An accountant, for example, might find digging in the garden or cutting the grass (traditionally 

reckoned servile activities) to be recreational, whereas doing tax returns on Sunday could be servile work for such a 

person, and should be avoided. For a cashier, playing the guitar is likely recreational, while for a professional musician, 

practicing on Sunday is probably a work to be avoided.  
 

2. Confess your sins at least once a year 
Catholics above the age of discretion, generally held to be about seven years of age, are required to confess their grave 

sins to a priest, even one of a different rite, at least once per year, at any time during the year (CIC 989, 991). Strictly 

speaking, persons free of grave sin are not required to make an annual confession, but all Catholics are strongly 

encouraged to bring even their venial sins to confession (CIC 988). Certainly persons conscious of having committed 

grave sins should not delay in seeking absolution notwithstanding the annual nature of the Precept. A well-executed 

“penance service” is a wholesome activity for Christians, but it is not sacramental confession and does not satisfy this 

requirement. “General absolution”, even if, as is sometimes the case, it is celebrated illicitly, does satisfy the Precept, but 

persons receiving same are still required to confess their grave sins later in individual confession (CIC 962).  
 

3. Receive the sacrament of the Eucharist at least during the Easter season 

Today Catholics can receive the Eucharist (if they are in the state of grace) at every Mass they attend, but it was not 

always so. Since the Sacrament of Holy Communion binds us to Christ and to our fellow Christians, the Church requires 

us to receive it at least once each year, during Easter season. This reception of the Eucharist can take place within or 

outside of Holy Mass. Liturgically speaking, the Easter season, runs from Palm Sunday to Trinity Sunday (after 

Pentecost). 
 

4. Observe the days of fasting and abstinence established by the Church 

The Church’s laws of fast and abstinence have probably never been lighter. Each Friday throughout the year and in the 

season of Advent and Lent (except Fridays on which we have a solemnity, e.g. The Annunciation) are penitential times 

(CIC 1250). Catholics, aged 14 and older, bound to abstain from meat. On Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, moreover, 

Catholics aged 18 to 59 inclusive, are also bound to fast, by which discipline, however, they may still take one full meal 

during that day, and two smaller meals (CIC 1252). 
 

5. Help provide for the needs of the Church 

While the Church has the innate right to require from the faithful whatever is necessary to support its legitimate temporal 

activities (CIC 1260), in fact it rarely exercises this authority. Rather, it leaves to individual Catholics the right to 

determine precisely when and how they will assist with the temporal needs of the Church (CIC 222, 1261, 1262, 1266). 

The obvious lack of specificity in these canons, however, should not be taken as a sign that they may be, for all practical 

purposes, ignored. Sunday collections, annual appeals, spontaneous offerings, bequests and wills, and so on are all ways 

that Catholics have to satisfy this precept of support. Note that offerings given for a specific purpose can be used by 

Church authorities only for that purpose (CIC 1267). 

https://www.thoughtco.com/the-sacrament-of-holy-communion-542131


 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

 
St. Augustine’s 

MEIR 

St. Filumena’s 

CAVERSWALL 

St. Mary’s 

CRESSWELL 

21
st
 October 

Saturday 
 

  
18:00 (Sunday Vigil) –  

Patrick McVey RIP 

22
nd

 October 

SUNDAY 
29

th
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME - Year A 
 

 

11:00 – Jim McGowan RIP 

 

9:00 – People of Parish 

 

 

 

23
rd

 October 

Monday 
Feria 

 

9:30 – Mary & Aubrey Chetwyn 

 RIP 

9:15 – NO Mass 

 
 

24
th

 October 

Tuesday 
Feria 

 

9:30 – Arnold Family RIP 
 

Followed by Novena to Our Lady 

of Perpetual Succour 
 

  

25
th

 October 

Wednesday 
Feria 

 

9:30 – Ron Torjussen RIP 
9:15 – NO Mass 

 
 

26
th

 October 

Thursday 
Feria 

 

9:30 – Holy Souls 

 
  

27
th

 October 

Friday 
Feria 

 

9:30 – Private Int Griffin Family 
 

18:00 – Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament & Benediction 
19:00 –  

 

  

28
th

 October 

Saturday 
Feast of SS Simon and Jude, Apostles 

 

9:30 – Charles & Sheila Hewetson RIP 
 

 

 

18:00 (Sunday Vigil) – 

Patrick McVey RIP 
 

29
nd

 October 

SUNDAY 
30

th
 Sunday in Ordinary Time - 

Year A 
 

 

11:00 – Intentions of those who  

celebrated Birthdays in October 
 

9:00 – People of Parish 
 

 

 

 

Confessions 

Friday:    18:00 – 18:45 

Saturday: 10:00 – 10:30 

Sunday before Mass 

8:15 – 8:45 

Saturday before Mass 

17:15 – 17:45 

and BY REQUEST 

 

Mass intentions – please hand in envelope to a member of the clergy 

 

When in the church 
talk only to God before the service; 

let God talk to you during the service; 
and talk to one another after the service but only outside the church! 

 
 

 

Please send items for the Parish Newsletter by Thursday evening (e-mail: augustineandmary@hotmail.com) 
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