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The Catholic Parishes of 

 St Augustine of Canterbury, Meir 

 St Filumena, Caverswall 

& St Mary, Cresswell 
29

th
 October 2017 30

th
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – Year A 42/2017/KS 

 

St Augustine’s (for Parish Office): 146 Sandon Road, Meir, Stoke-on-Trent. ST3 7DF 

St Filumena’s: Blythe Bridge Road, Caverswall. ST11 9EA 

St Mary’s: Cresswell Old Lane, Cresswell. ST11 9RF 

Parish email: augustineandmary@hotmail.com; 

 website: www.augustineandmary.org.uk or www.stfilumena.org.uk 
 

Parish Priest:  Fr Kazimierz Stefek OSPPE   - tel. (office): 01782 313734 

Assistant Priest:  Fr Paweł Przybyszewski OSPPE 
 

Parish Deacon (Meir/Cresswell):   Rev Trevor Borthwick (retired) tel.: (home) 01782 388416 

Parish Deacon (Caverswall):   Rev Peter Bowyer   - tel.: (home) 01782 393892 
 

Administration and Social Events:  Gabrielle Halliday   -  mobile: 07764 245344 

Safeguarding representatives: (for Meir & Cresswell)  Barbara Kitson  -  mobile: 07796 337075 

(for Caverswall)  Fiona Richardson  -  mobile: 07580 551894 
 

Sunday Reflection 

Today is the 30
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time and just as we enter into the final phase of the Ordinary Time, the Scripture 

Readings of today remind us of what is most important. It is the commandment to love. The First Reading from the “Book 

of Exodus” assures us of the Lord’s compassionate stance for the needy and vulnerable. He cares for the foreigners, the 

widows and orphans, and the poor. He defends them because of his merciful nature as God. Just as the Lord is kind and 

merciful to the poor and needy among us, so must we be. The Second Reading from St Paul’s “1
st
 Letter to the 

Thessalonians”, illustrates the dynamics of love at work in the early Christian community in Thessalonica. Having 

experienced the saving love of Christ preached and witnessed to them by St. Paul and his companions, they opened their 

hearts to the Gospel and imitated their Christian example. Moreover, the life that they lived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit enabled them to spread their loving faith in God to surrounding places. In the Gospel Reading from St. Matthew, 

Jesus is asked for the greatest of the commandments. He says: “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and the first commandment”. And He adds the second, 

which resembles the first: “you must love your neighbour as yourself”. He is asked for one commandment and answers 

with two, or, to be more precise, with three. There is in fact a third commandment implied in Jesus’ answer, namely: “love 

yourself”. This third commandment is the one we often fail to notice and yet it is in some ways the key to the others. Jesus 

is here reacting against a one-dimensional understanding of love. For Jesus, true love must express itself in three 

dimensions. These three dimensions are (a) love of God, (b) love of neighbour, and (c) love of oneself. The first two are 

positively commanded; the last one is not commanded but presumed to be the basis of all loving. The commandment to 

love your neighbour as yourself presumes that you love yourself. However, to love God is always the first and the most 

important commandment. 

This Sunday’s Gospel Reading is probably the best known and most memorized scripture passage in the New 

Testament. Love is at the centre of Christian life. To love God with our whole being means to make God the centre of 

our life. Once God is at the centre of our life, the second commandment is easier to follow, to love our neighbour. It 

sounds as simple as that, but it is very challenging. It isn’t that easy as one may realize. We do not always love as we 

ought to and our failure to love is an indication that we ought to pray even more to discover and to fall in love with 

God. It is God who first loves us and that makes us able to love ourselves and therefore to be grateful for the gift of 

ourselves. This awareness of life as gift is what we mean by loving God. We cannot love ourselves without being 

grateful to God, and it is this gratitude to God that sets us free really to love other people. Too often the value that we 

place upon others is tied up with what they can do for us – ‘What is their value to me?’ Truly loving one’s neighbour 

entails valuing them as gifts of God. Not only are we gifts of God, and our neighbours are gifts of God, but the love 

with which we love ourselves and others is the expression of our love for God. And this is the Good News of today. 
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News from the Parishes 

Bible Study meets on Thursdays at 19:30 in the St Augustine’s Presbytery. We spend time looking at the Mass Readings 

for the following Sunday – why not join us? 

Journey in Faith – This course is for those who are interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith. Sessions are on 

Thursdays in term time at 19:30 in St. Augustine’s Sacristy. Next session, Thursday 2
nd

 November.  

Children in non-Catholic Schools requiring preparation for the Sacraments and non-Catholic children in Catholic 

Schools wishing to become Catholics. Next session, Saturday 4
th

 November, after 9:30 Mass in St. Augustine’s 

Presbytery. For more information please contact Gabrielle Halliday on 07764 245344. 

Preparation for the Sacrament of Baptism will take place at St. Augustine’s on January 10
th

 & 24
th

 at 19:00.  Parents 

and Godparents are invited.  Please inform a member of clergy after Mass on Sunday if you wish to attend 

Padre Pio Prayer Group meets on the first Wednesday of the month at 14:30 in the St Augustine’s sacristy. 

50/50 Club Draw Results – winners in October: 1
st
 Prize – V. Brundrett, 2

nd
 Prize – A. Hewetson, 3

rd
 Prize – M. Owen. 

Well done! Congratulations! There are several numbers still unsold – only £12 for 12 months – see Albert Griffin. 

PRAYERS FOR HOLY SOULS - November is the month in which we are particularly asked to pray for the dead. 

You are invited to write down the names of any deceased whom you would like to be prayed for, and place them in the 

purple box which will be on the bottom step of the Sanctuary. During the month, those named will be especially 

remembered in prayers during daily Masses. 

St Augustine’s Pre-Christmas Cracker Evening, 8
th

 Dec: meeting on Thursday November 2
nd

 after morning Mass. 

Fr Hudson’s have 2 job vacancies in Stoke on Trent. Please see notice board for more information. 

Please pray 

For those who are ill, especially: Hollie Tomkinson, Susan Brady, Ursula Grocott, Kathleen Smith, Sarah Stevenson, 

Dorothy Swift, Josie Coates, Arthur Rushton, Mrs. Burton, Cekeera Grocott, Olivia Killeen, Frederick Blaize, Jean 

Dawson, Michele Yon, Dorothy Vasey, Molly Blurton, Margaret Smith, Betty Walton, Margaret Stones, Marjorie 

Birks, Vincent Coleman, Dorothy Tantrum, Val Emery, Rosa Coronato, Edigio Coronato, Doris Kelly, Dorothy 

Sawyer, Christopher and Elizabeth Browne, Jane Preston, Molly Crowther, Chris Kelsall, Joyce Brown, Lynn Kent, 

Christopher & Clifford Browne, Deacon Trevor, Janice Austin, Fr Joseph Tynan, Albert Dawson and Joan Brindley. 
 

For those who have died recently: Kenneth Emery RIP and those whose anniversary occurs around this time.  

 

Parish Offertory for last weekend:   World Mission 
 

Meir:    £333.10 of which £122.50 was gift aided £ 60.40 

Caverswall:   £307.91 of which £199.05 was gift aided £113.30 

Cresswell:  £155.67 of which £136.50 was gift aided £ 18.65 
 

Many thanks for your generosity! 
please gift aid, if possible 

 

Next weekend there will be a Second Collection for the Johnson Association 
 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS IN OCTOBER: 
Robyn Bradbury, Rachel Davies, Sheila Killeen, Aaron Nash, Jack Palmer, 

Hannah Palser (21), Doreen Peacock, Paul Richards, James Richards, Lisa 

Swift, Dorothy Tantrum (100!), 

Holy Mass for the birthday intentions of those listed above 

will be offered at St. Augustine’s Church on Sunday, 

29
th

 October at 11:00. 
 

On your birthday, we pray that God continue 

to pour out his blessings into your life 
and to the people you love. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ! 



 

 

Feast of the Week 

SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 

Holy Day of Obligation 
 

Every year on 1
st
 November we celebrate the Solemnity of All Saints. As you can see on the Church calendar, during 

weekdays throughout the year, the Church celebrates and remembers various people who have already died, and presents 

their lives to us as an example which we should strive to follow. The latter have been declared by the Church to be saints 

(officially) because of the extraordinary effort they made to live as followers of Jesus Christ. 

This is not to say that these people who have been ‘declared by the Church’ to be saints (canonized or beatified) are the 

only people who are ‘saints’. On the contrary, St. Paul, in many of his letters, addresses the ‘ordinary’ Christians, like 

ourselves, as ‘saints’. And as we know St. Paul made a habit of calling ‘a spade, a spade’. So in the early Church anyone 

who believed the Good News of Jesus Christ and tried to live in accordance with it was automatically a saint. It was only 

much later that the Church began to apply the term ‘Saint’ only to those who showed ‘extraordinary zeal’ in their 

Christian life. 

On this Feast we remember with joy all those who have entered eternal life before us but have not been ‘declared’ saints 

by the Church either because their sanctity was not extraordinary or was not ‘known’ to be extraordinary. 99.9 % of the 

saints must fall into this category, for although the Church has declared many people to be ‘Saints’, it has never declared 

that anybody is not a saint. Therefore we are free to believe and in fact should believe that all our ancestors have been 

granted eternal life through the mercy and love of God. We have no reason to fear them for they love us and wish us well 

in all things. We should ask them to help us and to pray with us to God who is our Father and their Father. We should look 

forward to the day when we will meet them again in Eternal Life just as they look forward to meeting us. 
 

LIVING YOUR FAITH  OR  WEARING A MASK? 

The day before All Saints is called Halloween in the secular world. The name is Christian. Halloween means the 

Eve of All Hallows (All Hallows Even), the Eve of All Saints, but that is the only Christian element in it. All the 

rest that accompanies Halloween is of pagan origin so it goes back to the time before Christianity. It was a pagan 

Celtic feast. They believed that after sunset on Samhain, which we now called Halloween, the spirits of the dead 

and evil spirits roamed the skies seeking to harm humans, especially if the dead had been harmed by them. To 

protect themselves people disguised themselves by dressing up in costumes and carried lights inside in turnips.  

In order to turn a pagan feast into a Christian feast, the Church placed the feast of All Saints on November 1
st
, to 

coincide with the pagan celebration. In the evangelization of Celtic lands, the Feast of All Hallows Eve was from 

the beginning a way of trying to rid the aboriginal culture of the horrible practices that the pagans practiced such as 

human sacrifice and burning both animals and men alive. It was an attempt to try to Christianize the culture. 

Faith must always leaven culture, and if the Church’s faithful are not making the world more Christian, you can be 

sure that the world will be making Christians more worldly. 

Sadly to this day human sacrifices are still carried out by satanic worshipers and it would be a good thing for 

Catholics to make prayers of reparation for these terrible acts. Such atrocities ought to call Catholics to stand up and 

take their faith seriously. 

Don’t let your Catholic faith be like a Halloween mask. Be real. Your eternal salvation depends on it. Jesus tells us 

right there in the Gospel for the Solemnity of All Saints: “I do not know where you are from”. Not that He is 

ignorant of the thoughts and intentions of our hearts, but that when our hearts do not know Jesus Christ we cease to 

live in the knowledge of God and the glory of union with him, and we are cast out of his presence. 

Children have fun on Halloween now but it would be a pity if children did not know the Christian feast at this 

time, the feast of All Saints. So if your children are celebrating Halloween and know nothing about All Saints, 

please explain All Saints to them. We are Christians, Catholics, so let us not celebrate as pagans. The Church has 

tried to turn a pagan celebration into a Christian celebration. Is the reverse happening again now? Let us celebrate 

All Saints. 

Don’t let your Catholic faith be like a Halloween mask. Be real. Your eternal salvation depends on it. 



 

MASS TIMES AND INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

 
St. Augustine’s 

MEIR 

St. Filumena’s 

CAVERSWALL 

St. Mary’s 

CRESSWELL 

28
th

 October 

Saturday 
 

  

18:00 (Sunday Vigil) – 

Patrick McVey RIP 

 

29
th

 October 

SUNDAY 
30

th
 SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME - Year A 
 

 

11:00 – Intentions of those who 

Celebrated Birthdays in 

October 

9:00 – People of Parish 

 

 

 

30
th

 October 

Monday 
Feria 

 

9:30 –  
9:15 –  

 
 

31
st
 October 

Tuesday 
Feria 

 

9:30 – Private Int Griffin Family 
 

Followed by Novena to Our Lady 

of Perpetual Succour 
 

 
18:00 (Solemnity Vigil) –  

 

1
st
 November 

Wednesday 
SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS 

Holy Day of Obligation 
 

9:30 – Peter Chetwin RIP 

 

19:30 - 

9:15 – Holy Souls 

 
 

2
nd

 November 

Thursday 
The Commemoration of All the 

Faithful Departed 
 

9:30 – Deceased Relatives and 

friends of Moira and Ann 

 

  

3
rd

 November 

Friday 
First Friday of the Month 

 

9:30 –  
 

18:00 – Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament & 

Benediction 
19:00 – Dec members of 

Torjussen & Kearns Families 
 

  

4
th

 November 

Saturday 
Memorial of St Charles Borromeo, 

Bishop 
 

9:30 –  
 

 

 

18:00 (Sunday Vigil) –

Dec Members of 

Halliday Family 
  

5
th

 November 

SUNDAY 
31

st
 Sunday in Ordinary Time - 

Year A 
 

 

11:00 –  
 

9:00 – People of Parish 
 

 

 

 

Confessions 

Friday:    18:00 – 18:45 

Saturday: 10:00 – 10:30 

Sunday before Mass 

8:15 – 8:45 

Saturday before Mass 

17:15 – 17:45 

and BY REQUEST 

 

Mass intentions – please hand in envelope to a member of the clergy 
 

When in the church 
talk only to God before the service; 

let God talk to you during the service; 
and talk to one another after the service but only outside the church! 

 
 

Please send items for the Parish Newsletter by Thursday evening (e-mail: augustineandmary@hotmail.com) 
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